
 

 

AICP Commission Members: 

APA Indiana does not support the effort to exempt tenured faculty members at PAB accredited 

universities from the AICP exam to use the AICP credential. 

We understand that the composition of university faculty in planning departments has changed since 

the 1970s and that many tenured planning faculty now have doctoral degrees.  We disagree that this is 

sufficient to demonstrate competence as a planner and to automatically become a member of the 

American Institute of Certified Planners without examination.  In fact, we would argue that the exam is 

more important for faculty members as many of them now have not had practical experience in the 

field. 

While the PAB accredits planning programs and during the 1970s planning schools were merely 

“recognized” we do not believe accreditation is sufficient.  We, as a chapter, have expressed concerns to 

AICP and the PAB about the derth of AICP planning faculty at the current time.  We were told that it is 

being monitored but it is not one of the primary performance criteria.  APA Indiana does not believe 

that waiving the exam is the solution to the problem.  A requirement that a percentage of faculty 

members be AICP would be a positive step in the accreditation process.  We could be supportive of 

allowing faculty members with PhDs to count the time working on their dissertation toward the 

experience requirements, but they should still be required to take the exam. 

At a time when APA and AICP have been communicating that increasing the value of the AICP credential 

is a priority this proposal to exempt tenured faculty at accredited planning schools seems to be counter 

to that message.  We should want faculty members to meet the same standards for certification (and 

certification maintenance) as any other member of the organization to uphold the value of the 

credential. 

Further, we are once again dismayed with the way that APA/AICP has rolled out a proposal with limited 

opportunity for discussion among the components and membership.  Significant changes require 

sufficient time for discussion and consideration.  The APA Indiana board meets every other month and 

was not able to discuss this in a regular meeting in order to respond in a timely manner and had to 

address the issue through electronic debate. 

Please do not pass the AICP exam exemption for tenured faculty at accredited planning schools.  It 

weakens the value of the AICP credential for all certified planners. 

Sincerely,  

APA Indiana 

Rose A. Scovel, AICP President 


